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REPORT
on
THE MOLONGLO VALLEY ECOSYSTEM MONITORING WORKSHOP

28 AUGUST 2010







Executive Summary


Report on the Molonglo Valley Ecosystems Monitoring Workshop  

Introduction

Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park Inc (STEP) held the inaugural Parkcare in the Molonglo Valley Workshop in the Crosbie Morrison Building at the Australian National Botanic Gardens, on the morning of Saturday 28 August 2010.  The aim of the workshop was to collect issues and data about biodiversity monitoring activities in the Molonglo Valley area of central Canberra. STEP Inc is a participating organisation for the International Year of Biodiversity and a member of the Molonglo Catchment Group (MCG).  Both of these organisations promoted this event widely. The concept for this workshop was developed in May 2010 as part of STEP’s successful ACT Environment Grant 2010 – 2011. A copy of the Grant Application and the outline for the workshop is available on the STEP website: www.step.asn.au. 

Acknowledgement of voluntary work

STEP would like to acknowledge the many hours of voluntary work that the Workshop Coordinator, Ms Linda Beveridge, donated to this project. In addition, all the workshop participants gave many hours of their time to complete reports, prepare their presentations and to attend the workshop. The Molonglo Catchment Group deserves a special mention for their contribution in supporting the park care groups in the Molonglo Valley. 
Funding and organisation of the Workshop Project

At the time the workshop was held, the decision to award the grant to STEP had not yet been announced by the ACT Government. Despite this challenge, STEP went ahead with organising the workshop, without funding or approval for it. Thanks to the generosity and commitment of various sponsors, including Ms Sarah Sharp, who donated her services as a facilitator for the workshop, the workshop went ahead as planned. STEP would particularly like to acknowledge the support received from the Australian National Botanic Gardens who donated the use of their facilities. MCG also generously donated the morning tea for the workshop participants.

Prior to the workshop, all invited organisations were asked to populate an Ecosystem Monitoring Program (EMP) template. The completed templates were received from eight of the fourteen participating organisations.In addition, three of the organisations provided power point presentations: Friends of Aranda Bushland, National Parks and Wildlife Service, NSW and STEP.  

The first half of the workshop featured presentations from 14 organisations and the second half was a plenary discussion of key questions and developed ideas for the way forward. The agenda paper for the EMP Workshop is attached. 

The workshop discussed five key search questions:
1.
What are the key elements of better practice methodology for EMPs?
· what to monitor 
· how to monitor,  and
· why monitor at all?

2.
How can we find ways to harmonise with Ecosystem Monitoring Programs (EMP) already underway in the areas of the Molonglo Valley surrounding the National Arboretum? 

3.
How can we compare the status of our sites within the National Arboretum with other sites under EMPs in the Molonglo Valley?

4.
Will we be able to initiate an EMP within the National Arboretum with the new resources 
and understanding taken away from the workshop?
5.
How can we publish survey results of EMP in a publicly accessible way, and in partnership 
with the Living Atlas of Australia project?  

Workshop conclusions 

EMP Workshop participants supported the following eight actions:
·  STEP Inc to prepare a Workshop Report and send it to all groups who participated,  asking for their support and outlining a proposal for coordinating EMP in the Molonglo Valley; 

·  MCG to notify Maxine Cooper, the Commissioner for the Environment of the EMP in the Molonglo initiative;

· MCG to invite PCL Community Programs Officer to be involved with us in future activities; 

· All participants to promote our strong belief that communication and sharing results are an important goal to achieve EMP and improve biodiversity in the Molonglo Valley; 
· Park care groups wish to continue to be strategic at the landscape scale by coordinating activities for the Molonglo Valley;
· Find a way to capture a common core of data from the Molonglo Valley sites to gain a strategic overview of the status of biodiversity;
· Strengthen links with the ACT Government;
· Promote and support Molonglo Valley Bush on the Boundary activities;
· Develop maps and monitoring data for the Molonglo Valley and ensure it is accessible to the ACT Community.

Summary of the Workshop discussions about the Key Questions
__________________________________________________________________________________Gap analysis  
1. The Pinnacle – plant biodiversity monitoring is needed as a benchmark  across the whole site and into the degraded areas 

2. Jenny Bounds –  we need connectivity lines on the planning maps and monitoring data to see if they are functional 

3. MCG – The use of the “ACT Vegetation Monitoring Manual” by Sarah Sharp and Lori Gould, as a tool for community based biodiversity monitoring, is currently being tested in a feasibility study funded through an ACT Environment Grant. The results of this study will indicate if the manual will be a useful tool for mapping biodiversity in the Molonglo Valley. 
4. All sites that are being managed need a Monitoring Plan.  The plan needs to include the various elements of the ecosystem for example vegetation and birds and water quality using an authoritative methodology. 
5. Endangered species is the focus of monitoring presently – this is not helping the monitoring of biodiversity.

6. Need to maintain the quality of the water in the Molonglo River – 43 sites are currently being monitored  along the river. 

7. Important to standardise methodology for monitoring – need training, need to standardise data collection and recording– need to coordinate the monitoring sites in MV.

8. It is possible to import  data about water quality into the Atlas site if GPS coordinates are used.
9. Supportive community attitudes and participation are needed to support monitoring activities.
10. Insects are pollinators – it is important to monitor insects
Monitoring on specific sites what are the gaps?

1. Erosion problems and alert process should be included
2. Audit of what people are doing now is needed
3. Weeding sites – only FAB appears to be measuring and keeps records of the amount of time volunteers spend on weeding
4. Frog watch – not enough of it in the Molonglo Valley

5. No platypus watch in the Molonglo at present
6. No insects being monitored
7. Maybe we should use NSW monitoring and coordination approach on private land
8. Photographs and maps with GPS` points for weeding are necessary

9. Need to collect data on Volunteer hours for grant applications

10. Woodland and COG mapping in ACT - there are bio statistical reports available on ATLAS

11. Indigenous values in the landscape should be included in monitoring
12. Need to capture photos and images of where we were 100 years ago – look back over a longer length of time

13. Biodiversity in domestic gardens is helping and must be emphasised
14. Useful surveys done by Beth Mitchell – must incorporate into our communications program about monitoring - Publication – Life in the suburbs – use it as a reference

15. Aerial gaps – Kama and FAB use them – we need more of them

16. Bats – need to monitor

17. Carbon capture and storage values of urban forest in sequestering carbon

18. Central website – MCG - with Sarah Sharp’s Kit to make it available to all groups

19. Standardised methodology is essential
20. STEP point monitoring is a good way to start
21. ATLAS of living Australia can host data from Sarah Sharp’s Kit

22. Data – we need a curated /curatorial approach to data collection

23. We need to agree on a common core set of data across the MV

24. State of the environment reporting for ACT - should we feed into this and vice versa

25. Integrated data and standards – need to work to make sure they evolve sooner rather than later

26. How can we influence people who are buying and selling land in Molonglo Valley?
27. Queanbeyan City Council support the Monaro Conservation Group

28. Influencing the developers and government planning is important

29. Underpasses – need to monitor using existing data.

30. Natural plantings on roads e.g. GDE – monitoring and maintenance

31. Molonglo Valley – offsets could pay for monitoring – the pink worm – reasonable money

32. Review of EPBC Act – has provisions for funding for monitoring

33. Monitoring the suburbs – for maintaining biodiversity – ANU students
Other issues

1. How can we involve PCL with this new initiative 

2. Groups need to join BOB Molonglo – a letter should be sent to  groups saying we need you there – you are a key partner

3. Send out an invitation to all groups in MV advising of the next workshop in May 2011 and inviting them to attend.

Actions taken since the workshop 


1. At the Molonglo Valley Bush on the Boundary reference group on 12 October, STEP raised an agenda item asking for support to ascertain whether an aerial and a terrain map of the biodiversity corridor of the northern end of central Molonglo exists. STEP sought support to develop such a map. STEP suggested that there should be a feasibility study to discover the resources that are currently available, identify what resources are needed and who the key stakeholders are to produce - a biodiversity overlay map.  Hawker College has since expressed interest in working on this project. STEP is seeking expressions of interest from other groups to assist with this project. 

2. The data derived from the Molonglo Valley monitoring information templates completed by some of the participating organisations at the Park Care Workshop to provide data for the biodiversity corridor overlay. Examples of some of the data collected which could be presented includes weed management, pest control and areas of grassland and vegetation..
3. Sarah Sharp will be holding a workshop to train community members in the use of the ‘ACT Vegetation and Monitoring Manual’ which she developed with Lori Gould. Approximately 70% of the registrations for her workshop on 13th November were from STEP members. The interest from them and other park care groups following on from our Workshop led to Sarah holding two workshops on 13-14 November on the north side of Canberra.  The Living Atlas of Australia project has offered to support this group as a pilot project to explore setting up a portal for recording the results of the monitoring in their project.

4.  A STEP sub-committee is planned to discuss ideas for a plan to monitor the STEP site. 
These ideas include:

· establishing photo points; 

· putting the markers into the block to define the separate areas of tree species;

· keeping rainfall statistics;

· temperature averages for periods of time with highs and lows; 

· soil profiles; 

· weed lists and seasons;

· birds, frogs, ferrules ( hares, rabbits);

· vegetation, native (grasses, shrubs, trees) and weeds;

· GPS points on the site for the trees;

· Data sheets that match the ATLAS of Living Australia requirements;

· Training needed. 
5.  STEP has endorsement in the scope of its Environment Grant to hold a second workshop in May 2011 to present the results of the mapping and discuss further issues around the recording monitoring data with the Living Atlas of Australia project.
Documents summarising the workshop presentations and discussions and the power point presentations are available on www.step.asn.au and http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au 

List of documents 

The Agenda paper for the Workshop
 



 
Attachment 1 

Donation of Australian National Botanic Gardens facilities


Attachment 2  

Invitation and the list of attendees





Attachment 3

The Ecosystem Monitoring templates will be displayed on the STEP web site. They are still being analysed and this information will be made available in a separate report on progress with the terrain mapping project in a few weeks.
All documents summarising the workshop presentations and discussions and the power point presentations are available on www.step.asn.au and http://www.molonglocatchment.com.au 


Parkcare in the Molonglo Valley Workshop 

Molonglo Catchment Group & Southern Tablelands Ecosystem Park

Crosbie Morrison Building, Australian National Botanic Garden, 28 August 2010, 8.45am – 12.30pm
Agenda

	8.30
	Welcome tea and coffee
	

	8.45
	Workshop aims and desirable outcomes Introducing ourselves
	Cathy Robertson

	9.00
	Presentations by organisations 
· Molonglo Catchment Group 
	Andrew Westcott

	
	· Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park
	Linda Beveridge

	
	· National Arboretum in Canberra


	Anne Duncan             Emma Halloway

	
	· NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service
	Clare McInnes

	
	· Friends of Grasslands 
	Sarah Sharp

	
	· Friends of Aranda Bushland
	Jean Geue

	
	· Friends of Mt Painter
	Marian Heard

	
	· Friends of the Pinnacle Parkcare
	Rosemary Blemings or   Don Driscoll

	
	· ACT Herpetological Association
	Geoff Robertson

	
	· ANU Green
	Jeff Albrecht

	
	· Queanbeyan Landcare
	Tom Baker

	
	· Canberra Ornithologists Group
	Jenny Bounds

	
	· ATLAS of Living Australia
	Bryan Kalms

	10.45  
	Morning Tea 
	

	11.15
	Discussion of Key questions
	Sarah Sharp

	12.30
	Summary and way ahead
	









                          
23 July 2010

Mr Peter Byron

General Manager

Australian National Botanic Gardens

GPO Box 1777

ACT 2601

Dear Mr Byron

I am writing to you to confirm my understanding that the Botanic Gardens agree to donate the use of the Crosbie Morrison Centre to STEP Inc for four hours on the morning of Saturday 28th August 2010. STEP is hosting a Workshop for ACT Park Care volunteers on ecosystems monitoring. The workshop will be sponsored by the Molonglo Catchment Group and the International year of Biodiversity. Molonglo Catchment Group is donating the morning tea for the function and will be arranging this with Hudson’s Cafe. Ms Sarah Sharp has offered to donate her services to facilitate the workshop. I briefly met with Stephen Speers on Thursday 22 July and he suggested I write to ask you to confirm this. 

STEP will also be sending an invitation to Dr Judy West asking for a representative of ANBG (such as Craig Crosgrove or Jo McAuliffe) to participate in the workshop and share the ANBG experience with ecosystems management and monitoring in the ANBG. 

 Ms Linda Beveridge is coordinating the Workshop Arrangements for STEP. Please phone her on 02 6257 5551 if you have any further information that you require.

We expect about 25 participants to attend the workshop. Please find a copy of the Workshop Invitation attached.

Regards

Cathy Robertson

President


INVITATION to MCG /STEP’s Parkcare in the Molonglo Valley Workshop

Saturday 28 August 2010

8.30am to 1.00pm

Crosbie Morrison Centre, Australian National Botanic Gardens

MCG and the Southern Tablelands Ecosystem Park (STEP) invite you to attend the Parkcare in the Molonglo Valley Workshop to be held on Saturday 28 August at the Crosbie Morrison Centre, Australian National Botanic Gardens, Clunies Ross Street, Acton. 

Background and Objectives

STEP Inc is a relatively new group to the Molonglo Valley and would like the opportunity to learn from the various groups operating in the area and also to discuss the potential for an Ecosystem Monitoring Program in the Molonglo Valley. This workshop aims to give the various Parkcare/Friends of groups working in the Molonglo Valley an opportunity to get together and discuss their work. We would love to find out:

· what your group is working on,

·  what goals you have for you site,

· what methods have you used that have been successful or failed miserably,

· does your group currently do anything to monitor your sites biodiversity, eg are your activities resulting in improved biodiversity,

· species planted and weeds cleared at your site; and

· any threatened or protected species on your site.

Key Questions

The key questions that will be considered are:  

· What do we want to learn about EMP? 

· What are the Key issues and what do we need to know?

· How are we monitoring our sites now, and what are the gaps?

· What are commonalities in methodologies being used?

· What data do we have? How is it analysed?

· How is it used now, how could it be used in the future?

his workshop is the first of a series planned for the area with the overall aim of identifying ways all the groups in the area can work toward a common goal and to establish an Ecosystem Monitoring Program for organisations with projects in the Molonglo Valley. Such a program would contribute to several STEP aims and objectives towards its vision for a community based regional botanical garden, education and ecosystem recovery centre for the Southern Tablelands.

This is a United Nations International Year of Biodiversity Year event.

List of attendees PARKCARE IN THE MOLONGLO VALLEY WORKSHOP
28 AUG 2010
CROSBIE MORRISON BUILDING, AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BOTANIC GARDENS
REGISTRATION SHEET (signed)

	Surname
	First Name 
	
	Email
	Organisation

	Albrecht
	Jeff
	
	Jeffrey.Albrecht@anu.edu.au
	ANU Green

	Anderson
	Ian
	
	iananderson@grapevine.com.au
	STEP

	Baker
	Tom
	
	allbaker@bigpond.net.au
	Queanbeyan Land Care

	Beveridge
	Linda
	
	gkljbev1@bigpond.net.au
	STEP

	Blemings
	Rosemary
	
	rosemary@blemings.org  
	Friends of the Pinnacle Parkcare

	Bounds 
	Jenny 
	
	Jbbounds@optusnet.com.au
	Canberra Ornithologists Group, 
Conservation Officer  

	Driscoll 
	 Don 
	
	dondr@dodo.com.au
	Friends of the Pinnacle Parkcare

	Duncan
	Anne
	
	Anne.duncan@opyusnet.com.au
	National Arboretum Canberra 
Council

	Falconer
	Ian
	
	Ian.falconer@adelaide.edu.au 
	Conservation Council

	Falconer
	Mary
	
	
	Friends of Aranda Bushlands

	Ford
	Alan
	
	alford@cyberone.com.au
	STEP

	Geue
	Jean
	
	jean.geue@bigpond.com
	Friends of Aranda Bushlands

	Halloway
	Emma
	
	emma.halloway@act gov.au
	ACT Government, 
National Arboretum Canberra

	Heard
	 Marian 
	
	marianheard@aapt.net.au
	Friends of Mt Painter

	Heffernan
	Lynne
	
	lheffernan@grapevine.com
	Friends of Mt Painter

	Heinsohn
	George
	
	george.heinsohn@gmail.com
	STEP 

	Jaireth
	Hanna
	
	mhsjaireth@netspeed.com.au
	STEP

	Kalms
	Bryan 
	
	bryan.kalms@csiro.au
	ATLAS of Living Australia 

	Lawson
	Tony
	
	tlawson@homemail.com.au
	STEP


NSW Nat Parks and Wildlife, 

	Queanbeyan office

	Mitchell
	Bruce
	
	bruce1938@gmail.com
	STEP 

	Ning
	Margaret
	
	
	ACT Herpetological Association 

	Robertson
	Cathy
	
	limestone@grapevine.com.au
	STEP 

	Robertson
	Geoffrey
	
	geoffrobertson@iprimus.com.au
	STEP, ACT Herpetological Assoc

	Rowlatt
	Andrew
	
	andrewrowlatt@gmail.com
andrewr@rowlatt.com.au
	STEP 

	Russell
	Andrew
	
	andy.russell@netspeed.com.au
	STEP 

	Sharp
	Sarah
	
	sarahsharp@grapevine.com.au
	Facilitator

	Shorthouse
	David
	
	djshorthouse@apex.net.au
	STEP

	von Behrens
	Dierck
	
	vbehrens@grapevine.net.au
	STEP

	von Behrens
	Rosemary
	
	vbehrens@grapevine.net.au
	STEP

	Westcott
	Andy
	
	coordinator@molonglocatchment.org.au
	Molonglo Catchment Group


Completed templates were received from:

Molonglo Catchment Group

Southern Tablelands Ecosystems Park Inc

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service

Friends of Aranda Bushland

Friends of Mt Painter

Queanbeyan Land Care

(These documents are too big to attach and have been posted onto the STEP 
website. Work is continuing to exhibit  the data and trends for the monitoring outcomes that have been achieved by Park Care Groups in these areas of the Molonglo Valley. )
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